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Looking for more?

	Visit Career Opportunities to join our team at Earthjustice
	Visit Action Alerts for ways to get involved and take action
	Visit Our Team to meet Earthjustice's senior leadership and program staff




				

			

			

	





			
			
	
		
	







			
			
	
		

	







	





	

		

	




	
								
		

			
			
	
		

	







			
			
	
		
	


	







	



			
			
	
		
	    
                    
                                    
                        [image: Andrew Rehn, right, of the Prairie Rivers Network and Lan Richart of Eco-Justice Collaborative paddle past toxic coal ash waste seepage on Illinois' Vermilion River in 2018. (Tribune Content Agency LLC / Alamy Stock Photo)]
                    

                                
                
                    
                        
                            Press Release
                            
                            March 14, 2024
                        

                        Appellate Court Affirms Illinois’ Strong Coal Ash Protections, Rejecting Coal Company Attacks

                        Community advocates urge Illinois EPA to swiftly enforce rules



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: Changemakers call for the EPA to hold utilities accountable for their coal ash pollution, on the day of an in-person public hearing held by the agency in Chicago on Jun. 28, 2023. (Jamie Kelter Davis for Earthjustice)]
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                            December 22, 2023
                        

                        ‘Do Your Job, EPA’: Stories From the Frontlines of Coal Ash

                        By law, before government regulations are adopted or changed, agencies must ask the public — you — to weigh in.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    

                                 
                
                    
                        
                            In the News: Energy News Network
                            
                            March 12, 2024
                        

                        Parsing legal definitions, power industry pushes back on EPA coal ash enforcement

                        Gavin Kearney, Deputy Managing Attorney, Clean Energy Program: “The whole overarching point (of the federal rules) is that groundwater contamination is a big problem; it’s really unsafe, and we have to prevent it. You can’t let water in (to a coal ash impoundment); you can’t let water out; you can’t let water just sit inside…



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: North Antelope Rochelle Mine, Campbell County, Wyoming. (Ecoflight)]
                    

                                
                
                    
                        
                            Press Release
                            
                            February 21, 2024
                        

                        Ninth Circuit Decision Throws Out Coal Leasing Challenge

                        Northern Cheyenne Tribe and conservation groups urge Interior Department to act on coal



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: Vac truck excavation work near the town pavillion in Town of Pines, Indiana. (U.S. EPA)]
                    

                                
                
                    
                        
                            Press Release
                            
                            December 11, 2023
                        

                        EPA: Radiation from Coal Ash Poses Cancer Risk

                        More than 150 public interest groups urge the EPA to ban the widespread use of toxic coal ash as structural fill



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: Speakers at the listening session held by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on the proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan, in San Francisco on Feb. 28, 2018. (Martin do Nascimento / Earthjustice)]
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                            June 13, 2023
                        

                        Guide to Preparing for Public Hearings on the Legacy CCR Rule

                        What to expect at EPA’s virtual and in-person hearings on the Legacy CCR Surface Impoundment Rule



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: Equipment owned by Stronghold Digital Mining, Inc., used to mine cryptocurrencies and powered by the Scrubgrass Generating Plant near Kennerdell, Pennsylvania, in Venango County.]
                    

                                
                
                    
                        
                            Press Release
                            
                            December 21, 2023
                        

                        PA Enviro Groups File Appeal for Urgent Removal of Hazardous Coal Ash ‘Mountain’ at Scrubgrass Crypto Facility

                        Massive unauthorized coal ash ‘mountain,’ growing for years; PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) granted cryptomining polluter Scrubgrass a 4-year leash: toxic coal ash waste allowed to persist



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: The aftermath of the devastating coal ash spill at the TVA Kingston Fossil Plant near Kingston, Tenn., in 2008. More than 1 billion gallons of toxic coal ash sludge burst from a dam, sweeping away homes and contaminating two rivers. (Dot Griffith/ Appalachian Voice via United Mountain Defense)]
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                            May 23, 2023
                        

                        Coal Ash Contaminates Our Lives

                        Coal ash is what is left behind when power plants burn coal for energy, It is a toxic mix of carcinogens, neurotoxins, and other hazardous pollutants. 



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: A five-story pile of coal ash lies next to the AES-PR power plant in the southern town of Guayama, Puerto Rico. (Mabette Colón)]
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                            May 4, 2023
                        

                        Toxic Coal Ash in Puerto Rico: The Hazardous Legacy of the AES-PR Coal Plant

                        Applied Energy Services continues to contaminate the air, soil, and water in Puerto Rico with toxic coal ash.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: The NIPSCO R.M. Schahfer Generating Station in Wheatfield, Indiana, in 2018. (Alex Garcia for Earthjustice)]
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                            May 4, 2023
                        

                        Toxic Coal Ash Near the Great Lakes: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. There are 88 coal ash dumpsites within two miles of one of the Great Lakes.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: FirstEnergy's Little Blue Run coal ash impoundment, built in 1975 and containing coal ash from the Bruce Mansfield Power Plant, is the largest unlined coal ash pond in the United States, spanning Pennsylvania and West Virginia. (Chris Jordan-Bloch / Earthjustice)]
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                            May 3, 2023
                        

                        Toxic Coal Ash in Pennsylvania: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. Pennsylvania is one of the nation’s top coal ash-generating states, with more than 67 coal ash dumpsites.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: The aftermath of the devastating coal ash spill at the TVA Kingston Fossil Plant near Kingston, Tenn., in 2008. More than 1 billion gallons of toxic coal ash sludge burst from a dam, sweeping away homes and contaminating two rivers. (Dot Griffith/ Appalachian Voice via United Mountain Defense)]
                    

                                
                
                    
                        
                            feature
                            
                            May 4, 2023
                        

                        Tennessee Valley Authority’s Toxic Coal Ash: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. The quasi-public utility, Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), has a total of 56 coal ash dumpsites in Alabama, Kentucky, and Tennessee.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: The now-closed Waukegan Generating Station, on the shore of Lake Michigan in Waukegan, Ill. The coal-fired power plant still has sizable coal ash ponds threatening the environment. (Jamie Kelter Davis for Earthjustice)]
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                        Toxic Coal Ash in Illinois: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. Illinois has 76 coal ash dumpsites



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: Cooling tower at the Michigan City Generating Station, Michigan City, Indiana. (Just Transition NWI)]
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                        Toxic Coal Ash in Indiana: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. Indiana has 100 coal ash dumpsites, the largest number of coal ash dumps in any state.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: Volunteers collect water samples, as miles of the Dan River in North Carolina were contaminated with toxic coal ash after the collapse of a coal ash impoundment at Duke Energy's Dan River Steam Station in 2014. (Appalachian Voices)]
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                        Toxic Coal Ash in North Carolina: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. North Carolina has 47 coal ash dumpsites.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: The coal-fired Morgantown Generating Station in Newburg, Maryland, in 2014. (Mark Wilson / Getty Images)]
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                        Toxic Coal Ash in Maryland: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. Maryland has 21 coal ash dumpsites.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: The Fort Martin coal-fired power station near Morgantown in West Virginia, in 2020. (Getty Images)]
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                        Toxic Coal Ash in West Virginia: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. West Virginia has 49 coal ash dumpsites.



                    

                

            

                    
                                    
                        [image: A South Texas rancher looks out over his family’s land that has been contaminated by pollutants from the San Miguel Electric Plant, in the background. (Ari Phillips / EIP)]
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                        Toxic Coal Ash in Texas: Addressing Coal Plants’ Hazardous Legacy

                        Coal ash is leaching unsafe levels of toxic pollutants into groundwater at 91% of coal plants. Texas has 80 coal ash dumpsites.
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	Stay informed on how we hold accountable those who break our environmental laws.
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